
Ms. McAteer – English 10A 
I _____________________________ (parent name) understand the following class expectations and will work to support my student  
 
______________________________ (student name) on the following expectations: 
 
1.  Cell phones are not allowed to be used in class for texting or surfing the web without permission (cell phones/iPods/tablets may be used for 
scheduling assignments, specific class assignments, and possibly music during writing/reading).  If my student is caught using a cell phone in class for 
personal reasons, my student is expected to respectfully turn it in to the teacher when asked.  My student should expect to receive their cell phone 
at the end of class.  After a second offense, the cell phone will be turned in to the main office and the parent may be required to pick up the cell 
phone.   
2.  Late work can result in no credit in the grade book.  Students are allowed two late passes per quarter with the exception of high point 
assignments (tests, essays, and projects) which are docked 10% for every day late. After five (5) days, the assignment will be given a zero. 
3.  Academic integrity is expected.  My student may be subject to disciplinary action if they are caught cheating (sharing answers on graded 
assignments, plagiarizing in writing, informing classmates about test/essay information). 
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Parent Signature               Date           Student Signature         Date 
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 British Literature - 10th Grade English (Academic) 

Ms. McAteer 

Course Syllabus 2015-2016 

- 
Course Rules 

 
1. Be prompt. 
2. Be respectful to ideas, classmates, teacher, and 

yourself. 
3. Cell phones are not allowed to be used in class 

for texting or surfing the web without 
permission (cell phones/iPods/tablets may be 
used for scheduling assignments, specific class 
assignments, and possibly music during 
writing/reading).  If a cell phone is used in class 
without permission, it will be confiscated and 
returned at the end of class. If a phone is 
confiscated a second time it will be turned in to 
the office.  Resistance to turning in a cell phone 
can result in disciplinary action by the 
administration. 

4. Late work is not accepted.  I respect that 
accidents can happen.  As such, you are allotted 
two late passes per quarter on low point 
assignments only.  Passes cannot be rolled over 
to the new quarter. High point assignments 
(tests, essays, and projects) will be docked 10% 
for every day late. After five (5) days, the 
assignment will be given a zero. 

5. Academic integrity is essential.  Cheating 
includes plagiarism, sharing answers on 
assignments, and informing classmates about 
essay/test topics.  Cheating can result in 
disciplinary action by the administration. 

Quarter One Overview 
 
Reading 
Speak 

Beowulf 

Heroes     
The Canterbury Tales 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 

 
Writing 
Thesis development 
Essay Structure 
Responding to literature 

Quarter Two Overview 
 
Reading 
Macbeth 

Villains 

Theatre 

“A Modest Proposal” 

Assorted Poetry 
 
Writing 
Persuasive/Argumentative writing 
Grammar 
 

School Supplies 
 

1.5 to 2 inch binder 
5 divider tabs  
2-3 different color highlighters 
pens and pencils 
notebook paper (college-ruled) 
*Tablet (school-issued or otherwise school-designated) 
 

Quarter Three Overview 
 
Reading 
I Am Malala 
Selected non-fiction writing from former British 
Colonies 
Animal Farm 
 
Writing 
Research writing 
Research and citation 
 

Quarter Four Overview 
 
Reading 
Murder on the Orient Express 
Contemporary poetry 
 
Writing 
Poetry analysis 
Responding to literature 
Critical Thinking 
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